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there is nothing shared in this sacrifice
and there is nothing noble in its pur-
pose.

This is a story from Monday’s Con-
necticut Post which explains how these
Federal protections worked for two
people. It reads:

Paralyzed in a car accident, a 38-year-old
man lay flat on his back for four days in a
Connecticut nursing home, able only to
count the dots on ceiling tiles * * *

In another Connecticut nursing home, an
elderly man who suffered a sudden onset of
dementia was overdrugged by staff to the
point where he was unrecognizable and
couldn’t function * * *

In both cases, it took intervention by state
ombudsmen wielding copies of federal nurs-
ing home standards to correct the problems
and protect the residents.

And, there is nothing revolutionary
about returning America’s seniors to
the health care dark ages of bed re-
straints and mind-altering drugs.
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CASTRO’S TRAVELING ROAD SHOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida [Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN] is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. ROS–LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
this week the Nation was witness to a
great traveling road show which ar-
rived from Havana. Its main star was
the Cuban tyrant Fidel Castro, in his
never ending campaign to reform his
image from a ruthless dictator, which
he is, to a harmless politician, which
he is not.

Even though Castro’s acting is cru-
elly trite and cynically predictable, it
hypnotized much of American media,
business leaders and, I am disappointed
to say, some Members of our body. It
was quite revolting to see how this dic-
tator, who leads a regime that our
State Department characterized as
‘‘sharply restricting basic political and
civil rights, including the rights of
citizens to change their government,
the freedoms of speech, press, associa-
tion, assembly and movement, as well
as the right to privacy and various
workers rights,’’ well, he was warmly
greeted in the Bronx by three of my
colleagues from the other side of the
aisle who hail from New York City, in-
cluding the dean of the city’s delega-
tion.

This group of Congressman ignored
the well-known repression of the Cas-
tro regime, repression which is con-
demned by human rights groups like
Amnesty International, which said
about Castro’s regime that ‘‘members
of unofficial political human rights and
trade union groups continue to face im-
prisonment, short-term detention and
frequent harassment.’’
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Instead, the congressional groupies
accepted Castro with open arms. My
Democrat colleague from the Bronx
hosted a rally for the dictator on Mon-
day evening telling the Cuban tyrant
that he would always be welcomed in
that city. My favorite however, was an-

other Member of this body from that
city’s delegation who, even though she
was forced to wait in line to attend the
rally, stated that she did not mind
waiting in line to see Fidel Castro.

You would think that such enthu-
siasm is reserved only for movie stars,
but not in this instance. It is a shame
that Members of this body carry such
low respect for our democratic system
that they would salivate over the lead-
er who has gone to great extremes to
destroy democracies around the world,
and who stills speaks negatively of po-
litical pluralism.

Sadly, another one of my colleagues
has accepted Castro’s invitation to
travel to Cuba, along with a delegation
of representatives of American cor-
porations. How can our Federal official
authorize such a business trip? Let us
hop that they do not.

Mr. Speaker, similarly outrageous
was the reception that the United Na-
tions gave Castro. Secretary General
Boutros Boutros-Ghali warmly em-
braced Castro as he entered the organi-
zation. This shameful portrayal made
by the United Nations leader is symp-
tomatic of the hypocrisy embodied in
that body, as it speaks of freedom and
human rights, but then goes ahead and
turns its back on the millions of Cu-
bans who suffer under Fidel Castro.

This same organization now wants to
implement global taxes to fund its in-
efficient bureaucracy. Reports have
emerged recently that the United Na-
tions wants to implement taxes on
international currency and stock
transactions, as a means to gain great-
er revenue for its activities. This ini-
tiative would gravely affect American
citizens and businesses who already are
the biggest contributors to the United
Nations. This is a dangerous phenome-
non which grossly expands the scope
and mission of the organization and
one which the Congress should raise its
voice against.

The great missing link in Castro’s
visit were questions about his regime.
None of the American media, congres-
sional Members or business leaders
bothered to ask Castro about the re-
pressive nature of his regime. Nobody
asked him about the political pris-
oners. No one asked him about the fate
of Rev. Orson Vila Santoyo, who con-
tinues imprisoned for practicing his re-
ligious faith. No one asked him of the
fate of Nilvio Labrada, who was put in
a mental institution for demonstration
against Fidel Castro. No one asked Cas-
tro when he would leave power, con-
duct elections, allow freedom of expres-
sion, allow opposition on the island.
Nobody. Instead, those who fraternized
with Castro had a mission. Business
leaders want to make a quick buck off
the Cuban workers sweat in Castro’s
plantation economy. The media contin-
ued its romanticized description of
Castro, ignoring his human rights of-
fenses, and my liberal congressional
colleagues were just willing political
pawns in Castro’s propaganda.

Mr. Speaker, Castro came and went
but his repression against the Cuban
people remains today. This should al-
ways be the bottom line when dealing
with Castro, and it is unfortunate that
many sold their soul to the devil for, in
the end, their mission will be unsuc-
cessful. The Cuban people will be free
someday, and they will remember, to-
gether with history, who stood for free-
dom and who preferred to prostitute
themselves to the whims of the tyrant.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan [Mr. STUPAK] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. STUPAK addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WELDON of Florida). Under a previous
order of the House, the gentleman from
New Jersey [Mr. PALLONE] is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. PALLONE addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana [Mr. ROEMER] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. ROEMER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]

f

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2020,
TREASURY, POSTAL SERVICE,
AND GENERAL GOVERNMENT AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 1996

Mr. LIGHTFOOT submitted the fol-
lowing conference report and state-
ment on the bill (H.R. 2020) making ap-
propriations for the Treasury Depart-
ment, the U.S. Postal Service, the Ex-
ecutive Office of the President, and
certain independent agencies, for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 1996,
and for other purposes:

CONFERENCE REPORT (H. REPT. 104–291)

The Committee of Conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the
amendments of the Senate to the bill (H.R.
2020) ‘‘making appropriations for the Treas-
ury Department, the United States Postal
Service, the Executive Office of the Presi-
dent, and certain Independent Agencies, for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 1996, and
for other purposes,’’ having met, after full
and free conference, have agreed to rec-
ommend and do recommend to their respec-
tive Houses as follows:

That the Senate recede from its amend-
ments numbered 4, 10, 30, 32, 33, 39, 41, 42, 44,
50, 51, 64, 73, 83, 85, 87, 89, 90, 91, 98, 99, 110, 111,
118, 124, 134, 137, 138, and 141.

That the House recede from its disagree-
ment to the amendments of the Senate num-
bered 1, 8, 9, 11, 13, 14, 16, 19, 21, 25, 28, 29, 34,
35, 36, 38, 40, 45, 49, 53, 54, 55, 61, 63, 66, 71, 72,
75, 79, 80, 81, 82, 86, 92, 94, 95, 96, 100, 102, 103,
105, 106, 108, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 119, 120,
121, and 123, and agree to the same.

Amendment No. 2:
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